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Reclaimed Water Spills to Storm Drain System 
 
 
San Diego – In the spirit of open government and in an ongoing effort to keep San Diegans 
informed, Mayor Jerry Sanders announced today that a problem with three pressure release valves 
on the City’s water reclamation system caused approximately 3.5 million gallons of water to be 
discharged into the storm drain system. The pressure release valves were in Scripps Ranch and the 
water flowed into the storm drain system and may have reached Los Penasquitos Lagoon.  
 
The reclaimed water was destined for the City of Poway to be used for irrigation purposes. The 
Water Department has been in contact with the Regional Water Quality Control Board, the San 
Diego County Department of Environmental Health, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and the 
California Department of Fish and Game. The City is working with those agencies to determine the 
impact of the spill. 
 
It is believed the spill began on Monday, Jan. 23, 2006, after recycled water system pump motors 
were restarted.  The City of Poway notified the Water Department that it wasn’t getting the amount 
of water it should have been receiving. An investigation found that the water was discharging water 
into the storm drain, as the system was designed to do. The pressure release valves are located near 
Scripps Westview and Scripps Lake Drive. Repairs are underway. 
 
The City sells, on average, six million gallons of recycled water a day. 
 
 
 

 
 


